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or three men and women come to the bride's .
her; they are feasted there for a day or two, and
returns with them.
We saw that, with some Brahmans, such as the Nagara, the
bride does not pay the month's visit immediately after the
wedding, as is the usual custom with many other Brahmans ;
but the visit is only deferred, and when a Nagara bride is
about fourteen or fifteen, she pays it, but always some months
after attaining puberty. Her father gives her ornaments and
clothes, and her parents-in-law receive * her as an honoured
guest. She can order any food she likes, and all her wishes
are consulted in every way ; her room is well furnished, and
(oh, crowning joy !) she wears her best clothes all the time.
Her school days generally end with this visit, but she may
play any indoor game she likes, and as she is bothered with no
housework, she can spend as long as she likes sewing or reading
or gossiping. In the evening her mother-in-law takes her out
calling on her different friends, and she displays her most
elaborate toilettes.
Among the Nagara, she still goes back home after this visit,
but for a shorter period, generally only five or six months, and
then goes, not as a visitor, but as a wife, to take up her abode
permanently in her father-in-law's house.
After the final going to her husband's house, to show that
she is indeed a wife and not a visitor, the bride helps with the
cooking. The first meal she prepares is made the occasion of
a high festival. All the friends and relatives of the family are
invited, and the young wife triumphantly serves on silver plate
what she has cooked. It is an expensive meal (as a young wife's
first attempt at cooking usually is !) for each of the guests has to
bring her either money or jewellery .when they come, and after
they have dined, they all put money on the silver dish, the
father-in-law, if wealthy, pleased and generous, leading the
way with one hundred and fifty rupees or a gold ornament,
but if miserly or dyspeptic, he has been known to give as little
as five rupees,